
Parent to Parent of Georgia 
Literacy Training Series

Why is oral reading important?  



Why is oral reading important? 
• Reading aloud helps children get better at reading 

words correctly, quickly, and with the right expression 
(fluently). 

• When children read fluently, they can focus their 
attention on understanding what they read rather than 
trying to figure out how to read the words. 

• The more children practice reading out loud with 
support, the better reader they will become. 
Source: https://ies.ed.gov/ncee/rel/Products/Region/southeast/Resource/100679/6



What is echo reading? 
Echo reading is a 
strategy to support 
oral reading practice. 
An adult or other 
fluent reader reads a 
portion of text out loud 
and then the child 
reads the same part 
out loud, “echoing” the 
stronger reader.



What are the key aspects of echo 
reading for parents?
• Choose a book at your child’s reading 

level. The text should not be too 
challenging as to cause frustration. 

• Read a sentence aloud using 
appropriate expression and pauses. 

• Ask your child to mimic you, reading 
the same sentence and using the same 
expression and pauses. 

• Consistently utilize this practice to 
enforce good fluency.

https://www.readingrockets.org/literacy-home/reading-101-

guide-parents/your-kindergartener/fluency-activities

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Gu-a0nLhZ8I


When echo reading, parents should: 

• Make sure that the child looks at the 
words being read as parents read 
them. 

• Ask the child to point to the words 
being read to ensure he/she is 
attending to the words, not just 
repeating what was read.

• Be positive through the exchange, 
even if the child struggles.

https://ies.ed.gov/ncee/rel/Products/Region/southeast/Resource/80156


https://forms.office.com/r/APZJcB2GP4

Please complete this questionnaire. 
Parent to Parent of Georgia Literacy Training Series: 

Why is Oral Reading Important? 

https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fforms.office.com%2Fr%2FAPZJcB2GP4&data=05%7C02%7Cjdrum%40doe.k12.ga.us%7Cb5db0e40b20f40581db408dcb017808b%7C1aa55c8303434ecbbd39bd7f43876bd7%7C0%7C0%7C638578862207607074%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=9XEkYOGaOya2%2F2hbwOz0%2BNE%2FGaLYQdMfC%2B19fNZ93ns%3D&reserved=0
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