
Parent to Parent of Georgia 
Literacy Training Series

Building Reading Fluency and 
Automaticity for Comprehension



Difference Between Reading 
Fluency and Automaticity 

Fluency

• Ability to read a text with 
accuracy, automaticity, 
expression and pauses to 
support comprehension.

• Provides a bridge 
between word recognition 
and comprehension.

Automaticity

• Fast, effortless word 
recognition that comes 
with a great deal of 
reading practice.

• Essential for fluent 
reading and 
comprehension.    

https://www.readingrockets.org/reading-101/reading-101-learning-modules/course-

modules/fluency/depth
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Both Are Important!

https://www.readingrockets.org/reading-101/reading-101-learning-modules/course-

modules/fluency/depth

Automaticity + Fluency

• Improved 
Comprehension

• More confidence

• Faster reading
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Building Accuracy and Automaticity

•Practice sight word vocabulary. 

• Regularly and irregularly spelled high-frequency words

• High frequency words are words that occur frequently 
enough in print that it benefits students to learn them 
early in the reading process (e.g., the, is, my).

•The more automatic sight recognition becomes, 
the more fluent the reader. 

Clarifying Conversation: Sight Word Vocabulary | Georgia Public 
Broadcasting

https://www.gpb.org/education/learn/lets-learn-ga/instructional-support/literacy-shorts/sight-word-vocabulary
https://www.gpb.org/education/learn/lets-learn-ga/instructional-support/literacy-shorts/sight-word-vocabulary


Building Reading Fluency 
• Choose a book at your child’s reading level. The text 

should not be too challenging as to cause frustration. 

• Read a sentence aloud using appropriate expression 
and pauses. 

• Ask your child to mimic you, reading the same sentence 
and using the same expression and pauses. 

• Consistently utilize this practice to build and maintain 
good fluency.

https://www.readingrockets.org/literacy-home/reading-101-guide-parents/your-

kindergartener/fluency-activities

https://www.readingrockets.org/literacy-home/reading-101-guide-parents/your-kindergartener/fluency-activities
https://www.readingrockets.org/literacy-home/reading-101-guide-parents/your-kindergartener/fluency-activities
https://www.readingrockets.org/literacy-home/reading-101-guide-parents/your-kindergartener/fluency-activities
https://www.readingrockets.org/literacy-home/reading-101-guide-parents/your-kindergartener/fluency-activities
https://www.readingrockets.org/literacy-home/reading-101-guide-parents/your-kindergartener/fluency-activities
https://www.readingrockets.org/literacy-home/reading-101-guide-parents/your-kindergartener/fluency-activities
https://www.readingrockets.org/literacy-home/reading-101-guide-parents/your-kindergartener/fluency-activities
https://www.readingrockets.org/literacy-home/reading-101-guide-parents/your-kindergartener/fluency-activities
https://www.readingrockets.org/literacy-home/reading-101-guide-parents/your-kindergartener/fluency-activities
https://www.readingrockets.org/literacy-home/reading-101-guide-parents/your-kindergartener/fluency-activities
https://www.readingrockets.org/literacy-home/reading-101-guide-parents/your-kindergartener/fluency-activities
https://www.readingrockets.org/literacy-home/reading-101-guide-parents/your-kindergartener/fluency-activities
https://www.readingrockets.org/literacy-home/reading-101-guide-parents/your-kindergartener/fluency-activities


Building Fluency with Timed Repeated 
Readings
• Select short passages (50-200 

words) that your child has 
read before and are at an 
independent reading level 
(i.e., books your child can read 
with 95% accuracy or above). 

• Re-read the same passage 3-4 
times.

https://youtu.be/8q2mvF_6K6M

https://youtu.be/8q2mvF_6K6M


Make 
Timed 
Repeated 
Readings 
a Game

Set a timer for 1 minute and have your child read 
aloud from a passage.

When the timer goes off, give encouraging 
feedback—praise their effort and gently correct any 
tricky words.

Challenge them to beat their score! Encourage your 
child to read further in the next minute and 
celebrate their progress.



https://forms.office.com/r/APZJcB2GP4

Please complete this questionnaire. 
Parent to Parent of Georgia Literacy Training Series: 

Strategy: Build Fluency and Automaticity 

https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fforms.office.com%2Fr%2FAPZJcB2GP4&data=05%7C02%7Cjdrum%40doe.k12.ga.us%7Cb5db0e40b20f40581db408dcb017808b%7C1aa55c8303434ecbbd39bd7f43876bd7%7C0%7C0%7C638578862207607074%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=9XEkYOGaOya2%2F2hbwOz0%2BNE%2FGaLYQdMfC%2B19fNZ93ns%3D&reserved=0
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