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IEP Team Meeting Facilitation is an optional
process, not required by the IDEA that state
educational agencies (SEA) or school districts
may provide to parents and schools. A facili-
tated IEP Team meeting is the same as any
other IEP Team meeting, except that a facilita-
tor joins the meeting.

- Parent Guide

- FIEP Promotional Flyer

= |EP Facilitation Policies Manual

- Disclaimer

What is IEP Team Meeting Facilita-
tion?

IEP Team Meeting Facilitation is a collabora-
tive dispute prevention and resolution process
used when members of an IEP Team agree
that the presence of a third party would help
facilitate communication and problem solv-
ing. |IEP Team Meeting Facilitation can be es-
pecially useful when there is a history of com-
munication challenges or a meeting is ex-
pected to be particularly complex or controver-
sial.

In a facilitated IEP Team meeting, an impartial
facilitator helps to keep members of the IEP
Team focused on the development of the IEP
while addressing conflicts and disagreements
that may arise during the meeting. At the
meeting, the facilitator will use communication
skills that create an environment in which the
IEP Team members can listen to each mem-
ber's point of view and work together to com-
plete the development of a high quality IEP.
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IEP Team Meeting Facilitation

What is the role of the facilitator?

e Helps IEP Team members develop group norms, an agenda, and desired outcomes for the
meeting

o Guides discussions by asking student-focused questions
o Keeps the IEP Team on task and the meeting on schedule

o Asks questions to clarify points of agreement and disagreement and assists parties in identifying
workable solutions

e Does NOT make decisions and is NOT a member of the IEP Team
e Does NOT address issues unrelated to the IEP and does NOT draft the IEP

What are some benefits of IEP Team How do you request a Facilitated

Meeting Facilitation? IEP Team meeting?

e May build and improve relationships e Parents or district personnel may initiate
among IEP Team members the process by completing the IEP Team

e Team members may feel better heard Meeting Facilitation Request form.

when a facilitator is involved o Both the parties (district and parents or
student if 18 years or older) must agree
to participate.

e Allows all members of the IEP Team the
chance to participate fully

e A complete and signed request form and
notice of meeting must be submitted to
the GaDOE at least 7-10 days before
the scheduled IEP Team meeting.

e The IEP Team may work together more
effectively and efficiently to create an IEP
that benefits the student and is supported
by all IEP Team members

« Upon approval, a facilitator will be pro-

o Keeps decision-making with the IEP Team . o
vided at no cost to the parent or district

members who know the student best
To access an IEP Team Meeting Facilita-
tion Request form and other information re-
garding facilitated IEP Team meetings, click
on the links to the right under Downloads.

e Helps resolve disagreements more quickly
than other dispute resolution processes




IEP Team Meeting Facilitation

Downloads |IEP Team Meeting Facilitation

Related contact information
FIEP Statewide Request Forms

If you have any questions about IEP facilita-

IEP Facilitation Request Form— English tion, please contact the Special Education
e s , Help Desk at 404-657-9968
IEP Facilitation Request Form— Arabic or SPEDHelpDesk@doe k12.ga.us.

IEP Facilitation Request Form— Korean

IEP Facilitation Request Form— Portuguese

IEP Facilitation Request Form— Spanish

L

IEP Facilitation Request Form— Viethamese

FIEP Request Forms— State Schools

= |EP Facilitation Request Form— State Schools - English

IEP Facilitation Request Form— State Schools - Arabic

IEP Facilitation Request Form— State Schools - Korean

IEP Facilitation Request Form— State Schools - Portuguese

IEP Facilitation Request Form— State Schools - Spanish

N

IEP Facilitation Request Form— State Schools - Vietnamese
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