
IEP Team Meeting Facilitation 

IEP Team Meeting Facilitation is an optional 

process, not required by the IDEA that state 

educational agencies (SEA) or school districts 

may provide to parents and schools. A facili-

tated IEP Team meeting is the same as any 

other IEP Team meeting, except that a facilita-

tor joins the meeting.  

 Parent Guide 

 FIEP Promotional Flyer 

 IEP Facilitation Policies Manual 
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What is IEP Team Meeting Facilita-
tion? 

IEP Team Meeting Facilitation is a collabora-

tive dispute prevention and resolution process 

used when members of an IEP Team agree 

that the presence of a third party would help 

facilitate communication and problem solv-

ing.  IEP Team Meeting Facilitation can be es-

pecially useful when there is a history of com-

munication challenges or a meeting is ex-

pected to be particularly complex or controver-

sial. 

In a facilitated IEP Team meeting, an impartial 

facilitator helps to keep members of the IEP 

Team focused on the development of the IEP 

while addressing conflicts and disagreements 

that may arise during the meeting.  At the 

meeting, the facilitator will use communication 

skills that create an environment in which the 

IEP Team members can listen to each mem-

ber’s point of view and work together to com-

plete the development of a high quality IEP. 
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https://lor2.gadoe.org/gadoe/items/dccfa18b-7b67-4ddc-a147-37df6a714cd1/1/?.vi=file&attachment.uuid=13116efe-ddc0-42d6-9644-ee1141cca43c
https://lor2.gadoe.org/gadoe/items/dccfa18b-7b67-4ddc-a147-37df6a714cd1/1/?.vi=file&attachment.uuid=18172c25-e0c7-4731-ae9e-d711a35be7e4
https://lor2.gadoe.org/gadoe/items/dccfa18b-7b67-4ddc-a147-37df6a714cd1/1/?.vi=file&attachment.uuid=5e9fdbea-63f6-4ce5-acff-eda47f56f60d
https://www.instagram.com/georgiadeptofed/
https://twitter.com/georgiadeptofed
https://www.facebook.com/georgiadeptofed/
https://app.gadoe.org/TRLThumbnails/Scripts/Stream.html?url=https://streaming.gadoe.org/ed202c05-e0cb-4465-b121-b8a7dd4f2715/Facilitated%20IEP%20FINAL.ism/manifest&poster=https://www.gadoe.org/PublishingImages/Intro.To.IEP.png&cc=https%3A%2F%2Fstreaming.ga


What are some benefits of IEP Team 
Meeting Facilitation? 

• May build and improve relationships 

among IEP Team members 

• Team members may feel better heard 

when a facilitator is involved 

• Allows all members of the IEP Team the 

chance to participate fully 

• The IEP Team may work together more 

effectively and efficiently to create an IEP 

that benefits the student and is supported 

by all IEP Team members 

• Keeps decision-making with the IEP Team 

members who know the student best 

• Helps resolve disagreements more quickly 

than other dispute resolution processes 
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How do you request a Facilitated 
IEP Team meeting? 

• Parents or district personnel may initiate 

the process by completing the IEP Team 

Meeting Facilitation Request form. 

• Both the parties (district and parents or 

student if 18 years or older) must agree 

to participate. 

• A complete and signed request form and 

notice of meeting must be submitted to 

the GaDOE at least 7-10 days before 

the scheduled IEP Team meeting. 

• Upon approval, a facilitator will be pro-

vided at no cost to the parent or district 

To access an IEP Team Meeting Facilita-

tion Request form and other information re-

garding facilitated IEP Team meetings, click 

on the links to the right under Downloads.  

 

What is the role of the facilitator? 

• Helps IEP Team members develop group norms, an agenda, and desired outcomes for the 

meeting 

• Guides discussions by asking student-focused questions 

• Keeps the IEP Team on task and the meeting on schedule 

• Asks questions to clarify points of agreement and disagreement and assists parties in identifying 

workable solutions 

• Does NOT make decisions and is NOT a member of the IEP Team 

• Does NOT address issues unrelated to the IEP and does NOT draft the IEP 



FIEP Request Forms– State Schools 

 

 IEP Facilitation Request Form– State Schools - English 

 IEP Facilitation Request Form– State Schools - Arabic 

 IEP Facilitation Request Form– State Schools - Korean 

 IEP Facilitation Request Form– State Schools - Portuguese 

 IEP Facilitation Request Form– State Schools - Spanish 

 IEP Facilitation Request Form– State Schools - Vietnamese 

Downloads 
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FIEP Statewide Request Forms 

 

 IEP Facilitation Request Form– English 

 IEP Facilitation Request Form– Arabic 

 IEP Facilitation Request Form– Korean 

 IEP Facilitation Request Form– Portuguese 

 IEP Facilitation Request Form– Spanish 

 IEP Facilitation Request Form– Vietnamese

IEP Team Meeting Facilitation 
Related  contact information 

If you have any questions about IEP facilita-

tion, please contact the Special Education 

Help Desk at 404-657-9968 

or SPEDHelpDesk@doe.k12.ga.us.  

https://lor2.gadoe.org/gadoe/items/dccfa18b-7b67-4ddc-a147-37df6a714cd1/1/?.vi=file&attachment.uuid=80e9298d-984c-43d8-9bc2-56bcc88d0aee
https://lor2.gadoe.org/gadoe/items/dccfa18b-7b67-4ddc-a147-37df6a714cd1/1/?.vi=file&attachment.uuid=3df8224a-39f7-4beb-a1b5-93735e66c299
https://lor2.gadoe.org/gadoe/items/dccfa18b-7b67-4ddc-a147-37df6a714cd1/1/?.vi=file&attachment.uuid=ef741194-7913-4a7f-8f6d-690ea535688d
https://lor2.gadoe.org/gadoe/items/dccfa18b-7b67-4ddc-a147-37df6a714cd1/1/?.vi=file&attachment.uuid=3e046be2-1cb3-41f5-90bb-4d2d7c517caf
https://lor2.gadoe.org/gadoe/items/dccfa18b-7b67-4ddc-a147-37df6a714cd1/1/?.vi=file&attachment.uuid=ea2951cf-aa6d-4be0-b626-89b1fe034849
https://lor2.gadoe.org/gadoe/items/dccfa18b-7b67-4ddc-a147-37df6a714cd1/1/?.vi=file&attachment.uuid=cd737b93-a593-4469-bd7a-8b59b256f15d
https://lor2.gadoe.org/gadoe/items/dccfa18b-7b67-4ddc-a147-37df6a714cd1/1/?.vi=file&attachment.uuid=b432726e-d21f-48b0-9af8-e489b530096a
https://lor2.gadoe.org/gadoe/items/dccfa18b-7b67-4ddc-a147-37df6a714cd1/1/?.vi=file&attachment.uuid=51d3d506-a0f2-4d13-9d82-67a455568c6e
https://lor2.gadoe.org/gadoe/items/dccfa18b-7b67-4ddc-a147-37df6a714cd1/1/?.vi=file&attachment.uuid=a33e6b4f-45d2-47e1-bc7c-3373aa71432b
https://lor2.gadoe.org/gadoe/items/dccfa18b-7b67-4ddc-a147-37df6a714cd1/1/?.vi=file&attachment.uuid=b8172120-f8fc-424b-bbef-3b9cafaac8ff
https://lor2.gadoe.org/gadoe/items/dccfa18b-7b67-4ddc-a147-37df6a714cd1/1/?.vi=file&attachment.uuid=38438c56-9288-44d5-906c-ef465c81775d
https://lor2.gadoe.org/gadoe/items/dccfa18b-7b67-4ddc-a147-37df6a714cd1/1/?.vi=file&attachment.uuid=0050436d-79c0-493f-a78d-f55a241cd5f0

