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Georgia’s Literacy Policy Timeline

• Passage of Senate Bill 48 – Georgia’s Dyslexia Legislation
• Dyslexia Pilot Program begins

2019

• Passage of House Bill 538 – Georgia Early Literacy Act 
• Passage of Senate Bill 211 – Established Georgia Council on Literacy2022-23

• Passage of Senate Bill 464 (screeners narrowed, executive committee for Georgia Council on Literacy)
• High-quality instructional materials (HQIM) for K-3 approved
• Universal reading screeners and dyslexia screeners approved

2023-24

Passage of HB 307 – Georgia’s Early Literacy and Dyslexia Act
First year of:
• HQIM for reading in K-3
• Universal reading screening and Dyslexia Screening
• New educator preparation content standards for literacy
• Teacher training on the science of reading
• School-based literacy coaches placed in the 60 highest need schools and 
• Regional literacy coaches throughout GA

• Passage of HB 1193 – Georgia Early Literacy Act of 2026
• Implementation of Georgia’s K-12 ELA Standards
First year that:
• New teachers have been prepared to provide evidence-based literacy instruction
• Current teachers have completed science of reading training
• School-based literacy coaches in the highest need schools
• Regional literacy coaches throughout GA

2024-25

2025-26
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First-Grade Readiness
A Note about GKIDS 2.0

TL_First-Grade_Readiness_
Guidance

Page 4 of the Georgia Kindergarten Inventory of Developing Skills (GKIDS 2.0) 
Administration Manual for 2026-2027 – Part 1: Overview
states, "The suggested performance tasks included in this manual for English language 
arts and mathematics should be administered at the beginning of the year to 
determine the student's proficiency when entering kindergarten. Note that the use of 
these tasks is not required, as teachers have the flexibility to use other tasks or 
activities to assess each learning target. However, the suggested performance tasks 
serve to convey the expectation of students for meeting each learning target and 
should be used as a reference if teachers choose to utilize other tasks or activities."

Page 11 provides information about teachers using the GKIDS 2.0 platform to report 
student data and evidence. Per SBOE rule TESTING PROGRAMS – STUDENT 
ASSESSMENT 160-3-1-.O7, reporting for the ELA portion of GKIDS will be required, but 
districts will still have flexibility on the tasks used to assess the learning targets.

ASSESS     UNDERSTAND     RESPOND     MONITOR

https://url.gadoe.org/1uwed
https://url.gadoe.org/1uwed
https://url.gadoe.org/1uwed
https://url.gadoe.org/1uwed
https://url.gadoe.org/1uwed
https://lor2.gadoe.org/gadoe/file/6fc2677e-21c3-4f25-9a51-0c895f8c3b09/1/GKIDS-2.0-Manual-Part-1.pdf
https://lor2.gadoe.org/gadoe/file/6fc2677e-21c3-4f25-9a51-0c895f8c3b09/1/GKIDS-2.0-Manual-Part-1.pdf
https://lor2.gadoe.org/gadoe/file/6fc2677e-21c3-4f25-9a51-0c895f8c3b09/1/GKIDS-2.0-Manual-Part-1.pdf
https://lor2.gadoe.org/gadoe/file/6fc2677e-21c3-4f25-9a51-0c895f8c3b09/1/GKIDS-2.0-Manual-Part-1.pdf
https://lor2.gadoe.org/gadoe/file/6fc2677e-21c3-4f25-9a51-0c895f8c3b09/1/GKIDS-2.0-Manual-Part-1.pdf
https://lor2.gadoe.org/gadoe/file/6fc2677e-21c3-4f25-9a51-0c895f8c3b09/1/GKIDS-2.0-Manual-Part-1.pdf
https://simbli.eboardsolutions.com/Meetings/Attachment.aspx?S=1262&AID=2026498&MID=136852
https://simbli.eboardsolutions.com/Meetings/Attachment.aspx?S=1262&AID=2026498&MID=136852
https://simbli.eboardsolutions.com/Meetings/Attachment.aspx?S=1262&AID=2026498&MID=136852
https://simbli.eboardsolutions.com/Meetings/Attachment.aspx?S=1262&AID=2026498&MID=136852
https://simbli.eboardsolutions.com/Meetings/Attachment.aspx?S=1262&AID=2026498&MID=136852
https://simbli.eboardsolutions.com/Meetings/Attachment.aspx?S=1262&AID=2026498&MID=136852
https://simbli.eboardsolutions.com/Meetings/Attachment.aspx?S=1262&AID=2026498&MID=136852
https://simbli.eboardsolutions.com/Meetings/Attachment.aspx?S=1262&AID=2026498&MID=136852
https://simbli.eboardsolutions.com/Meetings/Attachment.aspx?S=1262&AID=2026498&MID=136852
https://simbli.eboardsolutions.com/Meetings/Attachment.aspx?S=1262&AID=2026498&MID=136852
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School-Based Literacy Coaches

HB 1193 – Literacy 
Coach Funding FAQ

• Support students by supporting teachers
• Side-by-side with a classroom focus
• Non-evaluative by design
• Implementation of all literacy components
• Target needs based on multiple data
• Partner with other instructional leaders
• Supported by Regional Literacy Coaches

Coaches are the bridge between what 
educators learn and what students experience.

https://lor2.gadoe.org/gadoe/file/493aa4ad-dc86-4ef0-a7d1-a3a6cbcde0b9/1/HB%201193%20%E2%80%93%20Literacy%20Coach%20Funding%20FAQ.pdf
https://lor2.gadoe.org/gadoe/file/493aa4ad-dc86-4ef0-a7d1-a3a6cbcde0b9/1/HB%201193%20%E2%80%93%20Literacy%20Coach%20Funding%20FAQ.pdf
https://lor2.gadoe.org/gadoe/file/493aa4ad-dc86-4ef0-a7d1-a3a6cbcde0b9/1/HB%201193%20%E2%80%93%20Literacy%20Coach%20Funding%20FAQ.pdf
https://lor2.gadoe.org/gadoe/file/493aa4ad-dc86-4ef0-a7d1-a3a6cbcde0b9/1/HB%201193%20%E2%80%93%20Literacy%20Coach%20Funding%20FAQ.pdf
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https://url.gadoe.org/k65iu
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The Process
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GaDOE Diagnostic Assessment 
Toolkits

https://url.gadoe.org/dtat5
https://url.gadoe.org/t6v0j
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https://url.gadoe.org/4pynd 

K-8 Literacy & Dyslexia 
Intervention Practice Guide

https://url.gadoe.org/4pynd
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Unified Literacy Plans
Connecting the pieces into one unified system

Unified Literacy Plan 
Template Preview

• Required by January 1, 2027
• Birth through career readiness
• Goals + data
• Early learning connections
• Adolescent literacy connections
• Transitions matter
• More than a compliance document – it’s the place 

where the initiatives connect.  

https://url.gadoe.org/9peye
https://url.gadoe.org/9peye
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Adolescent Literacy
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Literacy Shorts
Short videos to support literacy instruction

Verbal Reasoning

Language Structure

Literacy Knowledge

Reading Rope

Sight Recognition

Vocabulary

Phonological
Awareness

Six Elements of
Word Recognition

Clarifying Conversation:
Sight Word Vocabulary

View the full Literacy Shorts series.

https://www.gpb.org/education/learn/lets-learn-ga/instructional-support/literacy-shorts/verbal-reasoning
https://www.gpb.org/education/learn/lets-learn-ga/instructional-support/literacy-shorts/language-structure
https://www.gpb.org/education/learn/lets-learn-ga/instructional-support/literacy-shorts/literacy-knowledge
https://www.gpb.org/education/learn/lets-learn-ga/instructional-support/literacy-shorts/reading-rope
https://www.gpb.org/education/learn/lets-learn-ga/instructional-support/literacy-shorts/sight-recognition
https://www.gpb.org/education/learn/lets-learn-ga/instructional-support/literacy-shorts/vocabulary
https://www.gpb.org/education/learn/lets-learn-ga/instructional-support/literacy-shorts/phonological-awareness
https://www.gpb.org/education/learn/lets-learn-ga/instructional-support/literacy-shorts/phonological-awareness
https://www.gpb.org/education/learn/lets-learn-ga/instructional-support/literacy-shorts/six-elements-word-recognition
https://www.gpb.org/education/learn/lets-learn-ga/instructional-support/literacy-shorts/six-elements-word-recognition
https://www.gpb.org/education/learn/lets-learn-ga/instructional-support/literacy-shorts/sight-word-vocabulary
https://www.gpb.org/education/learn/lets-learn-ga/instructional-support/literacy-shorts/sight-word-vocabulary
https://www.gpb.org/education/learn/lets-learn-ga/instructional-support/literacy-shorts
https://www.gpb.org/education/learn/lets-learn-ga/instructional-support/literacy-shorts
https://www.gpb.org/education/learn/lets-learn-ga/instructional-support/literacy-shorts
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Designed for Parents to Support Literacy at Home

Parent Video Guides Available Soon!

Birth – Age 5

Grades K-3

Grades 4-8

Grades 9-12

  

https://www.gpb.org/education/learn/raising-a-reader
https://www.gpb.org/education/learn/raising-a-reader/birth-5
https://www.gpb.org/education/learn/raising-a-reader/birth-5
https://www.gpb.org/education/learn/raising-a-reader/birth-5
https://www.gpb.org/education/learn/raising-a-reader/k-3
https://www.gpb.org/education/learn/raising-a-reader/k-3
https://www.gpb.org/education/learn/raising-a-reader/k-3
https://www.gpb.org/education/learn/raising-a-reader/4-8
https://www.gpb.org/education/learn/raising-a-reader/4-8
https://www.gpb.org/education/learn/raising-a-reader/4-8
https://www.gpb.org/education/learn/raising-a-reader/9-12
https://www.gpb.org/education/learn/raising-a-reader/9-12
https://www.gpb.org/education/learn/raising-a-reader/9-12
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Aligning State 
Literacy Policies & 
Practices 3.0

https://url.gadoe.org/1p6hx 

https://url.gadoe.org/1p6hx
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The GaDOE Literacy and Dyslexia Team

Amy Denty, Ed.S.
Director of Literacy

amy.denty@doe.k12.ga.us
  

Nik Philmon, Ph.D.
State Literacy Coaching Coordinator

nik.philmon@doe.k12.ga.us

Jennifer Lindstrom, Ph.D.
Statewide Dyslexia Coordinator

jennifer.lindstrom@doe.k12.ga.us

April Aldridge, Ed.D.
Deputy Superintendent of Teaching and Learning

april.aldridge@doe.k12.ga.us



Preparing ALL students

for life.
www.gadoe.org

@georgiadeptofed

youtube.com/user/GaDOEmedia
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